The "Events of November 23, 1980
The Discovery of Smoke and Peenergizlng of all Circuits

Around 9:40 p.m. on Sunday night* November 23, 1980, Mark Chrlstesson,
a powerhouse operator, observed smoke in the basement of the powerhouse and
Immediately began deenerglzing all electrical circuits entering and leaving
the powerhouse (Tr. 69:3-8).  This was done as a safety precaution before
entering the basement to determine the cause of the smoke (Tr. 69:13-14;
92:16-21).  A small fire was thereafter discovered around 10 p.m. and quickly
extinguished (Tr. 68:18-25; Tr. 69:1).

The deenergizing of all circuits by the powerhouse operator, which
included the Southwestern Public Service circuit to the powerhouse, inter-
rupted electrical power to the No. 1 substation (breaker No. 7), the No. 1
hoist (breaker No. 3), and all other circuits in the north area of the mine
receiving power through the powerhouse (Tr. 70:5-12; Tr. 76:11-24).

In addition, when these circuits were deenerglzed, the breaker at the
Southwestern Public Service substation on Route 31 tripped resulting In the
loss of power originating through this substation and entering the north area
of the mine directly through the 2 East Borehole and 24 East Borehole (Tr.
76:2-7; Tr. 121:18-25).

The south area of   the mine, including the Eddy and South Shaft hoists,

was unaffected by this   Interruption in power.  Similarly, the direct current

trolley power used for   underground transportation was unaffected (Tr. 122:13-
17).

Inspection of Electrical Cables and Restoration of Power

Shortly after discovery of the fire, Mr. John Wright, PCA's electrical
shop foreman, along with other individuals also called in, arrived at the
mine to assist on-duty employees In restoring- power. Upon inspecting the
cables, in the powerhouse, it was determined that the fire had damaged the
2300-volt cable feeding the No. 1 substation bus bar (Tr. 73:1-13).  The
2300-volt cable supplying power to the No. 1 hoist was not damaged In any
way (Tr. 84:15-21).  Accordingly, the No. 1 hotst could have been energized
by closing breaker No. 3,. which had been opened along with other circuits by
the powerhouse operator upon observing the smoke, as soon as the breaker at
the Southwestern Public Service substation on Route 31 was reset (Tr. 92:22-
25). Once this was done, the No. 1 hoist could have been restored to opera-
tion in 15 minutes at the most (Tr. 92:2-6; Tr. 91:1-22).

In an effort to restore power as soon as possible to the No. 1 substa-
tion, which, in turn, supplied power to the No, 2 hoist room and the No. 2
hoist, Wright testified that electricians were sent to the No. 1 substation
to disconnect the 2300-volt feeder cable coming from the powerhouse.  This
involved nothing more than untaping and unscrewing a "kerny" and pulling the
wires back from the 2300-volt bus bar (Tr. 83:14-25; Tr. 84:1-5).  This wased ** PCA's powerhouse
